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Corn Silage and High Moisture Grain Production     

Jeff Berdan – Forage Account Specialist
Spoilage Equates to Acres
Harvesting forage or high moisture grain at the proper moisture is perhaps the single most important management practice overlooked today.  Proper moisture levels in research trials have demonstrated better digestibility of protein and energy, less spoilage, improved intakes and more dry mattered recovered leading to better gains, feed conversions and lower cost of gains.

This BEC update is focused on the moisture to reduce spoilage that equates to ACRES! 

Average Days to Dry Down 
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Saving more of the valuable nutrients you grow




1. Harvest at the optimum plant moisture for the storage structure - Error on the Wet Side
2. Inoculate with well researched products - BioMax 5 or Silage Savor Plus 
3. Pack Effectively - 800# per ton, unloaded per hour
4. Seal the structure securely - Use white plastic and weigh down tire to tire   

5. Feed off at the proper rates to reduce air penetration - The 6” rule is outdated!  Go 12”
6. Pitch the spoilage – Keep intakes, gains and production intact while reducing feed costs
7. Make more money!
· Chop corn silage finer when moisture falls under 62%

· Harvest an additional 30 – 60 day supply to cover next season’s feed transition
· Design a mound instead of a pile to store your forage – Mounds have a 3 ft run to a 1 ft rise and are safe and effective
Evaluating Researched Forage Additive Value on Dry Matter Recovery
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WS Dry Liquid/Dry

Treatment Cost 0.70 $             0.95 $             1.25 $             0.35 $             0.55 $            

Tons As Fed - 65% 1000 1000 1000 1000 1000

Corn Silage Value 25,000 $         25,000 $         25,000 $         25,000 $         25,000 $        

% Dry Matter Recovery 5.0% 5.0% 6.0% 1.5% 2.5%

Tons Corn Silage Recovered 50                  50                  60                  15                  25                 

Corn Silage Value 1,250 $           1,250 $           1,500 $           375 $              625 $             

Treatment Cost 700 $              950 $              1,250 $           350 $              550 $             

Total Value 550 $              300 $              250 $              25 $               75 $              


BioMax 5 – Inoculant improves dry matter recovery by 5%, inhibiting five of the nine strains of harmful yeast while extending aerobic stability by 24 – 48 hours.  These select viable microbials, PA28/K270 produce the highest amount of beneficial acid in the shortest amount of time.  Net Acids150 Acetic/550 Lactic.        
Silage Savor Plus – A blend of Four organic acids safely buffered that cleans up the fermentation process from harmful organisms, especially effective during stressed conditions such as hail or drought, over mature forage and marginal storage facilities. 
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