FC Citizen-Soldier Kyle Johnson Aids Agriculture Half a World Away

FC’s Kyle Johnson is a 22-year-old citi-
zenl soldier Kyle wotks in the Az mnomy
department at FC’s Petry location, whete
he sought employment after retuming
from his first tout of duty in Iragin No-
verber of 2008 Kyle has recently wolun-
teered for a special mission as a member
of the Towa National Guard’s 734th Sz -
business Development Team (ADT). He
is amernber of the Aoy National Guard
FC-RSM Kirk Jobnson, s wife Holly, dasgbrer Kara, and and served in [raq with the 186 MF Com-

g0 Kyle pase with Cgbrain Peter Shinn at Camp Dodge.  pany stationed t a detainee facility south
where Speciakist Kyle Joknson of the lowa National Guards ©f Paghdad.
73415 Agrs Business Devdlopneent Teatn prepares 20 dgbloy Kyle will be deployed again in July to
w Afgbaistan Kunar Province in Afghanistan, whete the
ADT will work to expand lezal agrbusi-
ness, services, markets and Ag education to reduce powverty ceeate jobs and build the capacity of
the Govemment of the Islamic Republic of A fehanistan. Kyle will be patt of the secunty fomwe
for the AD'T, in this wnique and histoncal mission helping to improve agni-busimess half a wodld
ey,

The ADT is comptised of a diverse team of soldiess who have 4 common baseline under
standing of agriculture that will improve their functionality & a team when they are on the
ground in northeastern Afghanistan. ‘Their backgrounds include training in crops and soils, ani-
mal husbandry, small s cale p oultry production, and wezetable pro duction and handling.

“This is the type of mission that only the National Guard could accomplish™ saps Captain
Peter Shinn. “It’s teally a counterinsuspency mission. ‘The thinking is that if we can secute the
food production and sustainability, we can subsequently assist with national stability and secutity
We've heard presentations sugeesting forty percent of the Afshanistan population is malnous-
ished, and on averaze, most rural Afrhanis eam less than a dollar a day. Their average life expec-
tancy is 44 yeass. If we canhelp them improve theiraz production sustainably, it will be a marked
improvemnent in their quaity and way of life, and will reduce the appeal of insurgent groups™

To accomplish this the ADT will wods with povincial a2 cultural and govemnmental o ficias,
as well as local eldets to help them tebuild their agricultural infrastructure, rebuild irdgation sys-
terns and increase cap acity of their azdcultural systers. Fortheir patt, neady every individual on
the ADT has a backgtound in azdculture, dthough those backgrounds are vaned.

ISU has gotten involved offering training and will continue to suppot the team during their
time in Afzhanistan with a reach-back component. ‘The team wdll have ISU tesearch and exten-
sion experts to consult as they set up dernonstration plots and engage eady adopters to imple-
ment new farming techniques in & frhanistan. They have established and will maintain a website
of tesources for the team and have saved al the traning matenals to DV D so they have a refer-
ence at hand when they are in the field without intemet connections.

“Keeping in touch is extremely impottant —not only with out resources, but with our families
back home,” says Kyle “Nhen we'te away we have access to pay phones intemet, email, MSN
messenget and even Skype. Technology has enabled us to be anew kind of soldiet in so many
irnpottant ways; I think alot of people forzet about howr much it has meant in terns of having a
comtunication link to home. Having evetyone behind us teans a lot and being able to keep in
touch with them means everything ™ he sags.

Kyle’s tearn wall replace a similar team from California who has been in the area for a year
When they artive in Afshanistan later this surmer, the ADT wdll face the needs of an agrarian
atea that their leader predicts will resernble Biblical times in terms of limited technology and
small-plot farming The ADT is counting on the common undesstanding of agricultusal phin-
ciples to make it possible for them to accomplish the tasks that they are charged with.

Follow Kyles Iowa ADT team on Facebook at wrurwefacebook. com/ IOWAADT. We also
hope to have updates in our newsletters from Kyle over the upcoming year FC is proud of our
railitary employees and would like to extend our continued support to Kyle, Kidk, Holly and Kara
and to the ADT team in their mission.

‘than the last one.

On the personal side

Kyle is otiginaly from Lytton, I8 and
joined the Arnmy National Guard between
hss junio rand senior year in high school. He
was 20 years old when he shipped out to
Itaq. When asked why he joined the Guard,
Kylesays, “My Grandpa Gerald Kreft was in

the Navy and T had alot of respect forhim

I thought it would be an honot to serve. [
still wanted to wosk and go to school, but
1 had the desite to be a part of smﬂnng
meaningfol. The National Guard seemed
like the perfect fit”

Kyle’s dad, Kitk Johnson is a Regional
Sales Manager with FC. “The MNationa
Guard has been good for Kyl_e_and FC has
been so supportive of Kyle’s wle as a sol-
dier Its wotked out realy well We're very
proud of him” says Johnson of his son.

Kyle breaks out in a gtin and gives his
dad a hard time, “It’s been good for mom
and dad, too,” he sap. “Get’s me out of
then:hzu: forayearat atime AND pags for
school”

Kyles fmofm, Holly and sister, Kara, are
a bit teary eyed but optimistic. “It’s hard to
see him go, but what he’s doing is impor
tant and we ate so very proud of him” says
mothes, Holly Johnson.

“This mission is so rmach more public
My family has so much
mote information. What hasnt chanzed
is the suppost. My family friends and the
people [ work with aze 110% supportive of
what I do. None of us could do what we do
wathout that” says Kile.
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