[image: image1.jpg]



September 14, 2007
Mother Nature has “tossed” a lot of variables at the 2007 corn and bean crop. Yields will be up and down due to wet soggy soils and dry conditions during ear fill stages.  Also, we have seen a “late flush” of Anthracnose and Gray Leaf spot inoculum.

Kernel Rots - We’ve been bumping into higher rates of kernel ear rots.  Because of the heavy rains the first week of August, moisture got into the tip of the ear and allowed for disease development.  You may find higher rate of kernel rots with insect ear tip feeding.  Timely harvest and artificial drying may be necessary.  On-farm storage and drying infected/sprouted kernels can be tricky and requires monitoring during the winter months.  Depending on the level of ear rots, “field drying” may not be advised. Following are the more common ear rots to be aware of:
· Gibberella Ear rot – A reddish-pink, orange rot forms at the tip of the ear and progresses to the butt end of the ear.  You may see a higher rate of kernel sprouts (emergence) induced by Gibberella infection.  Gibberelllic acid is a plant hormone that can trigger kernel emergence or sprouting
· Diplodia Ear rot – A blackish, gray mold that starts at the butt end of the ear and moves to the tip.

· Fusarium ear rot –This infection impacts “groups” of kernels on the ear.  The disease appears randomly across the ear and the infection/mold will have a gray-white color.  Fusarium will often start following ear feeding by birds and/or insects.  Fusarium will spread and is favored by warm, dry weather.
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Aspergillus – This disease often impacts individual kernels.  A blue-green mold will cover the kernel.  This infection will be found randomly across the ear.
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Physiological Maturity – What is this?  Physiological maturity is the final, natural growth stage where crops cease the grain fill process.  Twenty days following the dent stage, or 55-60 days following silking, corn will reach the growth stage known as Black Layer.  Over the next few weeks, split a kernel of corn length-wise and look at the point where the kernel is attached to the cob.  You will see a distinct black layer.  The corn crop is physiologically done and grain moisture is approximately 35-40%.  For soybeans, physiological maturity is completed when 95% of the pods have reached their mature (brown or tan) color.
Check Stalk Quality -  Conitnue to check stalk quality…..do not give up on this scouting.  Over the next few weeks, go out and scout your fields.  Pinch the stalks (1-2 internodes) above the soil line to measure (count) stalk strength.  If the stalk tissue is rigid…..you are good to go.  However, if the stalks collapse following pinching, this will be an early sign of scheduling harvest for this particular field.
You may have seen myself, or another FC agronomist going around checking corn fields. We have been out doing some yield estimates and I thought I would share a few results:

	FSA
	Location
	Average

	Roger Fish
	Buckeye
	173.25

	Jeff True
	Lohrville
	193.75

	Steve Pfaffle
	Greene
	169.75

	Scott Jondle
	Paton
	178.50

	Steve Cook
	Britt
	184.38

	Brian Berns
	Farnhamville
	178.00

	Brian Berns
	Churdan
	180.50

	Kent Klingbeil
	Altoona
	180.88

	Ron Penning
	Leland
	168.75

	Eric Pullen
	Early
	181.26

	Denny Habben
	Rockwell City
	168.75

	Glenn Spreeman
	Sac City
	184.75

	Scott Fischer
	Collins
	180.00

	Paul Olson
	Perry
	181.25

	Eric Lerdal
	Somers/Callender
	185.13

	Rick Fonken
	Lytton/Yetter
	194.50

	Mike Kauffman
	Dayton
	181.38

	Harvey Shaull
	Dumont
	173.33

	Tod Drake
	Bayard
	198.90

	Matt Thompson
	Gowrie
	177.63

	Brett Greve
	Coon Rapids
	155.51

	Fagan/Dodson
	Earlham
	179.50


Again, these are merely estimates to guage how much grain is out there. These numbers will certainly change as the harvest progresses. 
This will be the last newsletter of the season. I hope you have all enjoyed receiving them. I also hope to get around and talk to everyone before the season gets here, however at the pace we’re going harvest will be here faster than people think. Keep scouting those fields, with all of the rain we have had I think stalk strength is going to be critical this year. If any questions arise please feel free to call me. If I don’t know the answer right away, I will sure find out for you!

Have a safe harvest!!
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