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The numbers I'm going to talk about came from work Dr. Robbie Pritchard and his crew did at SDSU.   They have done more work on feeding and feed bunk management than any place I know of.   Here goes....
 

The trials they did look at had 3 different feeding methods.   1) Two feedings per day 7AM and 4PM.   2. One feeding per day at 7AM.  3. One per day at 4PM. 
 

All said and done you give up about 13% feed efficiency by feeding just in the morning.   Interesting to me is you only give up about 3% feed efficiency by feeding one time per day when you feed in the afternoon.    Obviously both of these are compared to the gold standard of feeding cattle morning and night.
 

How much are you leaving on the table if you give up 13% feed efficiency?   With the ration cost associated with $4.50 corn we are leaving $36 per head on the table by feeding them just in the morning.    You can do the math yourself if you switched to feeding once but doing it in the afternoon.
 

Keep in mind this difference came in a research feedlot with multiple replications of each treatment.   More importantly the bunk management was very good.    And, the once per day fed pens did not have the bunk heaped full as a source of extra waste.    The differences were largely metabolic in nature.
 

How do I explain this?   We don't know for certain but here are some things I came up with; First,  With one time feeding your 24 hours away from being able to make a feed load size adjustment instead of 12 hours.  Second, we look at the bunk one less time during the day.  Third, we don't know when the bunk goes empty, was it 10:00PM or 4:30AM?  Fourth, the aggressive cattle in the pen are allowed to gorge themselves every morning causing sub-acute acidosis on an almost daily basis.  Fifth, Cattle naturally eat more dry matter at night all year long. In the summer our feed is hot and stale by evening time, in the winter if our bunk is empty you not only give up dry matter intake but heat energy as well.    
 

Having said all that and looking at the dollars per head you give away I should tell you all to feed morning and night, right?   Not necessarily.   The labor situation on our farm and feedlot operations can throw a big wrench in what would seem like a no brainier.   You need to make your own feeding decisions based on your labor and equipment availability.   I urge you to look at this issue from a few hundred feet up in the air.    Don't feed one time per day just because your neighbor is doing it or because you have been doing it for awhile and it seems to work.   You need to know for sure what the physical act of feeding costs on your feedlot.   Then you can make an informed decision.    If you don't believe that 13% or $36 is the right number that’s up to you, just know there is a cost to doing things that take away from a healthy rumen.    
 

I see ice building up at the edge of a number of water tanks.    The front toes of a calf need to be able to get within about 3 inches of the base of the water tank to drink comfortably.   As always you will see cattle go to the tank and drink.   They will always drink enough to stay alive.   We are interested in them drinking enough water so they can eat enough feed to gain 5 lbs per day.   There is a big difference.     As always call with questions.   Thanks Al 515-570-6038  
 

